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Traditionally, the experience for new participants in golf has focused on learning

skills on a practice range. Several clubs around the country that are engaged in She

Loves Golf have taken an alternative approach by providing the opportunity for

women to learn and develop through being on course in a supported environment.

The appeal of getting into golf is playing the game and the earlier women are

introduced to the golf course in the right environment, the greater the likelihood

that they will connect with the sport and grow a love for the game.
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She Loves Golf is back with over 50 golf clubs around New Zealand hosting an event leading up

to Christmas and many more scheduled in the New Year. We are tracking well to see record

numbers of females participating in golf through She Loves Golf which highlights a prime

opportunity for clubs to develop visible pathways and opportunities for women. By addressing

the needs of prospective female participants and proactively developing the value proposition

offered to this segment, there is a significant opportunity to grow the number of women in golf.

 

Traditionally, the experience for new participants in golf has focused on learning skills on a

practice range. Several clubs around the country that are engaged in She Loves Golf have taken

an alternative approach by providing the opportunity for women to learn and develop through

being on course in a supported environment. The appeal of getting into golf is playing the game

and the earlier women are introduced to the golf course in the right environment, the greater the

likelihood that they will connect with the sport and grow a love for the game.



She Loves Golf 6’s at Tai Tapu Golf Club

The motivation for Tai Tapu Golf Club to deliver an on-course experience for beginner women

came from consistent feedback that there was a lack of opportunities available for beginner

women to meet and play with others of a similar ability. The experience for many women has

been one-off taster events or individual coaching without any visible pathway into playing golf

beyond traditional membership options.
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What is She Loves Golf 6’s?

Tai Tapu Golf Club in conjunction with Canterbury Golf ran a pilot She Loves Golf 6’s series

giving women the opportunity to play a fun, fast, social 6-hole game of golf. Playing from the

forward tees on the purple course, the format for 6’s at Tai Tapu was an Ambrose with teams of

three to four women playing together using the It’s OKAY rules. Some of the teams were groups

of friends while other women who registered as individuals were introduced to a group. Other

formats such as Foursomes or Canadian Foursomes would also give participants a fun

experience playing together as a team. The team format also allows participants to share clubs

removing another potential barrier to playing the sport.Some of the participants playing 6’s were

completely new to golf while others had varying levels of experience in golf at a beginner level.

To ensure a positive participant experience, club volunteers spent time on-course with the

groups guiding them and providing basic advice to help make the game a little easier. The key to

engaging with the women on-course was a positive and encouraging attitude from the

volunteers focusing on making it a fun experience.

She Loves Golf 6's



What are some tips for running a successful She

Loves Golf 6’s event?

Be proactive in forming a team of people at the club who can deliver a fun and rewarding

experience for new participants.

Make it flexible and affordable allowing women to attend events when they are able and pay

an entry fee when they attend.

The focus is on providing a fun, social experience so be flexible in the delivery of the event;

some women will keep score and others won’t, some will tee it up on every shot, some may

want to experience playing their own ball.

Include some social time in the clubhouse after golf giving women the opportunity to meet

and engage with the wider group.

Run a series of events at your club rather than a one-off experience or alternatively work

collaboratively with other local clubs to deliver a She Loves Golf 6’s series.

Feedback from the Participants

My friends and I have been interested in trying golf on the course and this series has been a

great way to get started.”

“We’re not at the stage where we feel comfortable turning up to a golf course to play a casual

game so She Loves Golf 6’s has been the perfect next step from lessons to playing golf.”

“I was nervous about coming along to the event because I didn’t know anyone but when I got

there, I could see that everyone was new to the sport. It’s been good getting to know others by

playing with different people each week.”

“I would like to see more of these types of events for beginners. My friends and I aren’t ready

for anything too serious, we just want to play a few holes regularly and get better at golf.”

“I would love to play 6’s at some other courses to experience playing different holes.”

“We’re not into keeping score but that might change as we play more.”

“I appreciated having the support of a club member walking with our group. The little tips

made it less frustrating and a lot more enjoyable.”
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